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Some si x mont hs af t er havi ng " vol unt eer ed" f or t he 
j ob of bei ng t he " of f i c i al scr i be" i n Nat al I ' ve st i l l 
not managed t o br eak t he Nat al f ever - al as i t seems as 
t hough no one i n Dur ban has anyt hi ng t o r epor t of 
geot echni cal i nt er est . 

I ' m sur e t hi s i s not t he case but i t r emi nds me of an 
amusi ng ar t i c l e whi ch I r ead r ecent l y . . . . 

"her e' s t hi s deser t pr i son . . . . wi t h an ol d pr i soner , 
r esi gned t o hi s l i f e, and a young one j ust ar r i ved. 
The young one t al ks const ant l y of escape, and, af t er 
a f ew mont hs, he makes a br eak. He' s gone a week and 
t hen he' s br ought back by t he guar ds. He' s hal f dead, 
cr azy wi t h hunger and t hi r st . He descr i bes how awf ul 
i t was t o t he ol d pr i soner. The endl ess st r et ches of 
sand, no oasi s , no si gn of l i f e anywher e. The ol d 
pr i soner l i s t ens f or a whi l e, t hen says, " Yep, I know, 
I t r i ed t o escape mysel f , t went y year s ago. " The young 
pr i soner says, " You di d? Why di d' nt you t el l me, al l 
t hese mont hs I was pl anni ng my escape? Why di dn' t you 
l et me know i t was i mpossi bl e?" And t he ol d pr i soner 
shr ugs, and says, " So who publ i shes negat i ve r esul t s?" 

Jef f r ey Hudson, 
i n 'Sci ent i st as Subj ect : The Psychol ogi cal I mper at i ve. ' 

Sur pr i s i ngl y enough i t i s of t en t hose " negat i ve" 
exper i ences whi ch cr eat e t he most i nt er est and f r om 
whi ch we gai n val uabl e exper i ence. 

Whi l e t r y i ng t o dr um up suppor t f or ou 1it±le "mag" 
I f ound t hat most f ol k f el t t hat t hey wer e not suf f i ­ 
ci ent l y qual i f i ed or di d not r egar d t hemsel ves as 
" bof f i ns" i n t hei r f i el d, and wer e t her ef or e r el uct ant 
t o " publ i sh somet hi ng" . 

However on t he posi t i ve si de I have det ect ed a cer t ai n 
amount of wi l l i ngness i n some i ndi v i dual s who have 
i ndi cat ed t hat t hey woul d be pr epar ed t o pr oduce an 
ar t i c l e i f somet hi ng " sui t abl e" came up. Per haps t he 
begi nni ng of t he new year wi l l gi ve us mor e t i me t o 
cont empl at e and t heor i se on why l ast year s "rush-job" 
seemed so i mpor t ant and wi l l al l ow us t i me t o back 
anal yse our r esul t s, and put pen t o paper f or t he benef i t 
of ot her s. 

Come on chaps, even t hough 50% of t he Ci v i l Const r uct i on 
i s done i n t he Tr ansvaal , I ' d hazar d a guess t hat Nat al 
has mor e t han t hat per cent age of t he geot echni cal pr obl ems. 
Af t er al l wher e el se woul d anyone at t empt t o t r y and cor ­ 
r el at e SPT r esul t s wi t h Dut ch cone r eadi ngs! Or t r y t o 
pump cl ean (unpol l ut ed) sea wat er f r om 20 m beneat h t he 
mai n Dur ban beach! 

A.W.R. 
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• Core Drilling 
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• In-Situ Borehole Testing 
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