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The editorial content of Ground Profile is chosen, edited and arranged by the Editor. Views and 
ideas expressed are those of the person writing and signing the article. Views and ideas expressed 
are not those of the Editor or the Division of Geotechnical Engineering or of the S.A.1.C.E. 



GROUND PROFILE 
EDITORIAL 

After many years at the helm of Ground Profile, Bryan Tromp is to stand down as Editor of our 
Newsletter to devote more time to his own practice. The efforts of Bryan over the last few years 
have resulted in a magazine of high quality, particularly in view of the fact that the time and effort 
required in editing, compiling and arranging typesetting and printing, not to mention the organiza­ 
tion of the advertisers, is all done in spare time, donated to the Institution and the Division freely 
and unselfishly. His efforts will be missed and the new editorial team will have to work hard to 
match the quality and standard of the publication over the last umpteen issues. Many thanks to 
Bryan on behalf of the new team, the Division membership and the SAIEG members. Thank-you! 

One of the projects undertaken by the Division for the New-year is the updating of the Geotechni­ 
cal Bibliography. Started by Basil Kantey, the Bibliography is a list of all Geotechnical related papers 
and documents prepared in or about South Africa by various Authors. The bibliography allows 
one to access these papers through the use of selected Keywords, which may include the Author, 
subject matter, classification or references. In this manner an Engineer doing research in a parti­ 
cular subject may easily recall all documentation prepared in South Africa back as far as the 1950's. 
Unfortunately, little work has been done on the bibliography over the last few years and as such 
there is going to be a large backlog to clear. This is going to mean a team of members searching 
back issues of various publications and selecting or sorting papers of interest. The final outcome 
of all this work will be a bibliography installed on a Personal Computer based Database made 
freely available to the membership. 

If any one in the regions would like to volunteer their services for the collation of the paperwork 
or if there are practices or contractors that maintain a library, the Editors would be more than pleased 
to hear from you. 

Anyway, enough of the serious bit. The Editors and Division Committee would like to wish all the 
membership of the division and the SAIEG best wishes for a good Christmas break and all the 
very best for the New Year. HAPPY CHRISTMAS. 

EDITORS 

2 



CONFERENCES AND SYMPOSIA 

International Symposium - Modelling Soilwater/Structure Interactions (SOWAS); 
August 29th - September 2nd 1988, Delft, Netherlands. 

Symposium - Rock Mechanics and Power Plants (SEMR); 12 - 16th September 1988, 
Madrid, Spain. 

2nd Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference - Quality and Value in Geotechnical 
Practice and esearch; 12 - 16th September 1988, University of Oxford, U.K. 

International Conference - Rheology and Soil Mechanics; 12 - 17th September 1988, 
Coventry, England. 

International Symposium - Engineering Geology as related to the study, preservation 
and protection of Ancient Works, Monuments and Historical Sites. (IAEG); 19- 23rd 
September 1988, Athens, Greece. 

International Conference - Soft Ground Tunneling (BTS); 20- 22nd September 1988, 
London, England. 

Conference - Floods in perspective (SAICE); 20th and 21st October 1988, CSIR 
Conference Centre, Pretoria. 

International Symposium - Theory and Practice of Soil Reinforcement (Kyushu "88); 
6-7th October, 1988, Fukuoka, Japan. 

1st Regional Conference in Africa - Rock Mechanics in Africa (Sangorm); 3rd - 4th 
November 1988, Swaziland. 

10th Annual Seminar - Insurance and Risk Management on Tunneling Contracts 
(SANCOT); 17th November 1988, CSIR, Pretoria. 

Symposium - Getechnical aspects of restoration and maintenance of Infra-structures 
and historical monuments. (SEAGS/AITS); November 28th - December 2nd 1988, 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

1st Indian Geotextiles Conference; 8 -9th December 1988, Bombay, India. 

Indian Geotechnical Conference - Evaluation and Applications in Geotechnical 
Engineering. (GS); 15- 17th Deember 1988, Allahabad, India. 

2nd International Conference - Geomechanics in Tropical Soils. 12 - 14th December 
1988, Singapore. 

International Symposium-Mining Subsidence (ISSMFE); December 1988 (Prov), New 
Delhi, India. 

International Conference - Tunneling and Micro-tunneling in soft ground, from field 
to theory; 7- 10th February 1989, Paris, France. 

Geosynthetics '89 - Design and construction using synthetics; 20-24th February 1989, 
San Diego, California, USA. 
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3rd International Se_minar- PILETALK; 9- 10th March 1989, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

3rd Short Course - Soil Dynamics and Foundation Engineering; 13 - 17th March, San 
Francisco, California, USA. 

2nd International Symposium - Environmental Geotechnology (ISEG); 15- 17th May 
1989, Shanghai, China. 

12th International Conference - Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering 
(ISSMFE); 13- 18th August 1989, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

3rd International Symposium - Pressuremeters (B.G.S.); 2nd - 6th April 1990, Oxford 
University, U.K. 

International Colloquium - Viscoplasticity of Geomaterials; 2nd week August 1990, 
Univeristy of Bucharest, Rumania. 

J.E. JENNINGS AWARD 

B.E. Hall 

The J.E. Jennings Award has been presented to Brian Hall in recognition of the 
research work that he has carried out on the design of railway formations. 

This research work has resulted in the publication of a number of technical papers 
dealing with design aspects of railway formations. During 1986 Brian Hall published 
a paper titled "Pumping Resistant Layers Below Railway Ballast" in the Filters 
Symposium organised by the Geotechnical Division and was the co-author of a paper 
titled "Geotextiles under railway track in South Africa" which was published in the 
Third International Conference on Geotextiles in Vienna. Both of these papers were 
considered to be of a high standard. This award however specifically recognizes the 
high standard and technical content of the paper "Pumping Resistant Layers Below 
Railway Ballast" published in the Filters Symposium. 
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