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GROUND PROFILE 
EDITORIAL 

Arriving a little later than anticipated, here is the last issue for 1988. Unfortunately with the han­ 
dover from one Editor to another there are bound to be problems and they all seem to have hap­ 
pened together! For the New Year however we are planning to restructure the presentation of 
Ground Profile and the manner in which it is put together. Altrnate issues will be prepared by Dawid 
Mouton and Simon Knutton, ensuring a good coverage of material of interest to both Geotechni­ 
cal Engineers and Engineering Geologists. It is our intention to tap as yet unused sources of state­ 
of-the-Art papers to bring you a quarterly of higher quality, more in the style of an informative maga­ 
zine containing news about Who, When, Where and always Why. 

The Geotechnical Divisions Chairman for 1989 is Ron Scheurenberg. Ron was born in Johannes­ 
burg in 1943 and grew up in Port Elizabeth. He graduated from the University of Cape Town with 
a Gold Medal in civil Engineering and obtained an MSc (Eng) from the University of the Witwatersrand 
in 1966. He worked for Watermeyer, Legge, Piesold and Uhlmann in both South Africa and En­ 
gland before spending two years with consulting engineers in Israel. On his return to South Africa 
in 1973 he rejoined WLPU, worked on dam design and spent 4 years as manager of Civilab. Since 
1979 much of his work has been concerned with tailings disposal as well as geotechnical engineering 
generally. Currently an Associate with WLPU, Ron has been a member of the Geotechnical Divi­ 
sion Committee since 1982. He has been an active Toastmaster and a part-time lecturer at the 
Technikon Witwatersrand as well as contributing papers to a number of specialist conferences. 

We wish Ron all the best for his Year ahead. 

Items to look out for in this issue must include the preliminary announcement for the 
SAICE/SAIEG/SANGORM joint organised slope stability course. It promises to be a real winner 
with 3 days of course work, including practical examples, limit state and finite elements. This is 
followed by site visits and SANGORM's rock slope stability course. Watch out for it! 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS - CONFERENCES & SYMPOSIA 

International Symposium -Modelling Soilwater/Structure Interactions. (SOWAS); 
Aug 29th - Sept 2nd 1988, Delft, Netherlands. 

Symposium - Rock Mechanics and Power Plants. (SEMR): 
12- 16th September 1988, Madrid, Spain. 

2nd Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference-Quality and Value in Geotechnical 
Practice and Research: 
12- 16th September 1988, University of Oxford, U.K. 

International Conference -- Rheology and Soil Mechanics. 
12-17th September 1988, Coventry, England. 

International Symposium- Engineering Geology as related to the study, preservation 
and protection of Ancient Works, Monuments and Historical Sites. (IAEG):' 
19-23rd September 1988, Athens, Greece. 

International Conference - Soft Ground Tunneling (BTS); 
20-22nd September 1988, London, England. 

Conference - Floods in perspective. (SAICE); 
20th & 21st October 1988, CSIR Conference Centre, Pretoria. 

International Symposium- Theory and Practice of Soil Reinforcement (Kyushu '88); 
5-7th October 1988, Fukuota, Japan. 

1st Regional Conference in Africa --- Rock Mechanics in Africa. (Sangorm); 
3rd - 4th November 1988, Swaziland. 

10th Annual Seminar - Insurance and Risk Management on Tunneling Contracts. 
(SAN COT); 
17th November 1988, CSIR Pretoria. 

Symposium - Geotechnical aspects of retoration and maintaince of Infra-structures 
and historical monuments. (SEAGS/AITS); 
November 28th - December 2nd 1988, Thailand. 

1st Indian Geotextiles Conference - 8-9th December 1988; 
Bombay, India. 

Indian Geotechnical Conference -Evaluation and Applications in Geotechnical 
Engineering. (IGS); 
15-17th December 1988, Allahabad, India. 

2nd International Conference Geomechanics in Tropical Soils (ISSMFE); 
12- 14th December 1988, Singapore. 

International Symposium -- Mining Subsidence (ISSMFE);' 
December 1988 (Prov), New Delhi, India. 

International Conference -- Tunneling and Micro-tunneling n soft ground, from field 
to theory; 
7- 10th February 1988, Paris, France. 
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Geosynthetics '89 - Design and construction using synthetics; 
20-24th February 1989, San Diego, California, USA. 

3rd International Seminar - PILETALK; 
9- 10th March 1989, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

3rd Short Course - Soil Dynamics and Foundation Engineering; 
13- 17th March 1989, San-Francisco, California, USA. 

2nd International Symposium - Environmental Geotechnology. (ISEG); 
15-17th May 1989, Shanghai, China. 

12th International Conference -Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering. 
(ISSMFE); 
13- 18th August 1989, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

3rd International Symposium - Pressuremeters. (B.G.S.); 
2nd - 6th April 1990, Oxford University, U.K. 

( 

International Colloquium -- Viscoplasticity of Geomaterials; 
2nd Week August 1990, University of Bucharest, Ru mania. 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

SLOPE STABILITY 1989 

6,7,8,9 & 10 MARCH 

PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 

Prof. MILTON HARR 

Three days of courses plus site visits 
Practical examples will be presented. 

MORE DETAI LS TO FOLLOW 
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PAPERS FROM SOUTH AFRICA FOR 
XII ICSMFE IN RIO DE JANEIRO, AUGUST 1989 

In August 1989 the 12th international conference of the International Society for Soil Mechanics 
and Foundation Engineering will be held in Rio de Janeiro. Six special lectures will be presented 
by prominent engineers. The special lecture on "Geotechnical engineering in Mining" will be deli­ 
vered by Prof. G. Blight of the Witwatersrand University. Thirty discussion sessions will be held 
for which papers have been invited. 

South Africa was allocated just over 60 pages of the conference proceedings for papers from this 
country. Nine papers have been accepted for publication by the subcommittee set up by the Ge­ 
otechnical Division. The task of the subcommittee was to adjudicate the papers to ensure an ac­ 
ceptable standard. 

The titles and authors of the papers are given below: 

1. Assessment of risk for road widened over unstable rock slope. 
I.J.A. Brackley, P. Philitheou and P.J. Terbrugge 

2. Correlation of elastic engineering parameters obtained from dynamic triaxial tests with seis­ 
mic and ultrasonic tests. 
F. Hugo, J.C. Engelbrecht and J. du Toit 

3. Computer modelling of embankments on soft residual soils. 
J.P. Lourens and H. Czapla 

4. Foundations on residual soil using pressuremeter moduli. 
G.A. Jones and E. Rust 

5. Probabilistic safety evaluation of earth dams. 
J.S. Knoesen 

6. Appropriate technology for the design and construction of low-cost unsurfaced roads in de­ 
veloping countries. 
T.C. Partridge, AB. Williams and AB.A Brink 

7. Evaluation of soil/geotextile compatibility. 
C.J. van der Merwe and E. Horak 

8. Surface subsidence in southern Africa 
F. von M. Wagener, J.N. van der Merwe and G.B. Matthews 

9. Underpinning a multi storey building using micropiles. 
B.P. Wrench, W. Heinz and G. Salerno 

Should you be interested in attending the conference you should obtain a copy of the XII ICSMFE 
Bulletin No. 2 from Maureen Midgley at (011) 803-1455. At this stage you are advised to liaise 
with the Geotechnical Division as far as visa applications and travel arrangements are concerned. 

F. WAGENER 
GEOTECHNICAL DIVISION 
PAPERS SUB-COMMITTEE 
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WIFE 

XII ICSMFE CONFERENCE, RIO DE JANEIRO, AUGUST 1989 

The Brazilian organisers of the above conference have advised that they require certain informa­ 
tion from South. African passport holders and wives wishing to attend the conference. 

If you are planning to attend the conference, please complete the tear-off portion and return to: 

Rio Co-ordinating Committee 
c/o Maureen Midgley 
P.O. Box 1434 
RIVONIA, 2128 

May we stress that it is most important that the required information be supplied to the Organising 
Secretariate by the end of February 1989 to enable members to attend the conference. 

Copies of Bulletin No. 2, which contains details of the conference, are still available. Please con­ 
tact Mrs. Midgley at (011) 803-1455 if you would like to receive a copy. 

Please complete and return this portion: 
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GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING AND MINING LABORATORY SERVICES (PTY) LTD 
SOIL AND ROCK MECHANICS AND CONCRETE TESTING • GROND EN ROTSMEGANIKA EN BETON TOETSE 

We carry out a wide range of standard and specialised soil and rock tests under supervision of experienced technical staff. 

our service include: 

MATERIALS 
• Soil surveys for road design 

Road indicator, CBR and relevant testing on natural and 
stabilised materials 

FIELD TESTING 
Construction control testing using sand replacement and 
nuclear methods 

• Dynamic cone penetrometer testing 
Plate load testing 

FOUNDATION 
• Grading and Atterberg limit testing 
• Triaxial, Shearbox and Consolidation testing 
• Constant and falling head permiability testing including 

testing under specified consolidation conditions 

CONCRETE 
Concrete sand testing including organics, fines modulus 
and sand equivalent mix design 
Core drilling and testing 

ROCK TESTING 
Aggregate testing including aggregate crushing values, 
soundness, slake durability and flakiness tests 
Unconfined compressive strenght on core samples 

WATER QUALITY TESTING 
Leaching tests in column permeameters 
Batch tests 

• Suction tests 
Conductivity 

• Suspended solids 

Soil, Rock and Concrete Testing 3 Village Road, Ussher Industrial Sites, Selby, 
Tel (011) 836-8912 Telex: 4-89763 SA 
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