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With the start of 1993 
well behind us, it is as well that 

I update members on our programme 
for the year and other matters of interest 
in this first Newsletter of the year. 

Young Geotechnical 
Engineers Conference 
A Young Geotechnical Engineer is de­
fined as one under the age of 35 and 
some of these 'youngsters ' gathered at 
Stellenbosch University from 5 to 8 April 
forthis conference. More than 40 papers 
were presented. I would like to suggest 
that employers of young engineers give 
thought to sending delegates to the con­
ference in the future. 

Durban Congress 
A specialist geotechnical session will be 
held.at the Congress on Tuesday 20 April 
between 14hOO and 1 5hOO, during 
which three papers will be presented. 
The venue is the Elangeni Conference 
Centre. 

Groundwater Conference 
This is still in the planning stage, but we 
intend to bring out an overseas speaker 
for this conference, which will most likely 
be held in July or September. John 
Wates is heading up the organising com­
mittee, so if you would liketo contact him 
in this regard feel free to do so on Tel 
(011) 836-2471 or Fax (011) 838-
1019. 

11 th African Regional 
Conference 1995 
The ISSMFE has decided to hold this 
conference in Egypt, if at all possible. The 
Geotechnical Committee is looking into 
holding a report-back seminar in South 
Africa after the conference so that those 
interested members who do not make it 
to the conference can be brought up to 
date with the proceedings. 

Engineering Geology of 
Southern Africa 
The four volumes ofthis book by DrTony 
Brink are still in print and can be pur­
chased from Fontein Books. Tel (011) 
880-3520 or Fax (011) 880-6574. 
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1994 events 
The committee is considering two pro­
posals at present. The one is for a seminar 
on remote sensing and the other for a 
conference on terrain evaluation. 

Geotextile failures 
A one-day seminar has been proposed in 
which the causes of failures in designs 
using geotextile and other similar pro­
ducts will be covered. The proposal came 
from Peter Davies and is supported by 
the manufacturers of these products. The 
seminar, however, will be held under the 
auspices of the Geotechnical Division 
and the sessions will be chaired by mem­
bers of the Division. There will be a 
general call for papers. A subcommittee 
has been formed, but no fixed dates have 
been decided on. The suggestion has 
been July. Details will follow. 

SABS 088 Piling Code 
There is a subcommittee working on a 
new design code for piling in South 
Africa. This will replace the above code of 
practice and will be based on limit state 
design. The subcommittee is working off 
the Eurocode as a basis for the new docu­
ment. If any member has experience in 
this area and would like to contribute, hel 
she can contact me on Tel (011) 887-
2700 or Fax (011) 887-0958. 

Lateral Support Code 
A reminder that this document can be 
obtained from Jones and Wagener. Tel 
(011) 803-1455 or Fax (011) 803-
1456. 

J P Everett, Chairman 

. . ~ Voortg_ Ondenvysdlanate 
--~ Continwng Educa __ 

Courses and conferences 
Event Venue D8re Contect 

LoCliI and regional 

Introduction to Marketing JHB School of 8-9 June (012) 322-6777 
Reseatch Business Leadership 

FEMSA 12th Symposium on Univ of Pretoria 5-9 July P Carter 
Finite E1ernents (012) 841-4392 

Transport in Africa Randburg September B MosS 
(011) 787-5863 

Africa Needs Ground Water Johannesburg 6-8 Sept Conference Planners 
(012) 63·1881 

Financial Management for JHB Sclloo' of 20-23 Sept E Steenberg 
Non-Financiel Managers Business Leadership (012) 322·6177 . 
ForecastIng with the Aid of JHB School of 19-21 Oct E Steenberg 
Micro-<:oJnputet Business l8adership (012) 322-6n7 
National Certmc.te In Beland Library, 3-5 Nov Regional Office 
Construction Site Practice Goodwood, Cape (021) 691-6131 

Afib and 0-. ••• 

Structural Of ~ 9--11 June t) Larason (+46) 
Bulldingl 317-72+010 

Counter .. --. RMC6.UK 13 July to Di..:tot (0793) 
Training 19 Augult 786-287 
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